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SPEAKER BIO 
Dwight H. Merriam founded Robinson & Cole’s Land Use Group in 1978. He represents land 
owners, developers, governments and individuals in land use matters. Dwight is a Fellow and 
Past President and of the American Institute of Certified Planners, a former Director of the 
American Planning Association, a former chair of APA’s Planning and Law Division, and a former 
chair of the American Bar Association’s national Section of State and Local Government Law. He 
teaches land use law at the University of Connecticut School of Law and at the Quinnipiac 
University Law School and has published over 200 articles and nine books and including 
Inclusionary Zoning Moves Downtown, The Takings Issue, The Complete Guide to Zoning, and 
Eminent Domain Use and Abuse: Kelo in Context.  He is the co-editor of Rathkopf’s The Law of 
Zoning and Planning and a co-author of the leading casebook in the field, Planning and Control 
of Land Development. 
 

Daniel R. Mandelker, Stamper Professor of Law, Washington University in Saint Louis,  is a 
leading scholar and teacher in land use law, environmental law, and state and local government 
law. He was the principal consultant and contributor to the American Planning Association’s 
model planning and zoning legislation project. He was also the principal consultant to a joint 
American Bar Association committee that prepared a model law for land use procedures that 
was adopted by the ABA House of Delegates. He recently published a handbook on free speech 
law for on premise signs, a coauthored fourth edition of his APA report on Street Graphics and 
the Law, and a coauthored new edition of  his law school casebook in State and Local 
Government. Additionally, he received the ABA’s State and Local Government Section Daniel J. 
Curtin Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Noreen McDonald is an associate professor of city and regional planning at UNC Chapel Hill 
where I have also served as Director of theCarolina Transportation Program and Director of 
the PhD Program. During 2015-16, I am based at the Institute of Transport Studies at the 
University of Leeds as the Fulbright Distinguished Chair. 
My research focuses on youth and young adult mobility and addresses cross-cutting policy 
questions in the fields of planning, education, energy, and public health. My work on children’s 
travel documents sharp declines in walking and biking to school over the past forty years and 
examines the causes and impacts of this decrease.  Much of my recent work looks at the 
millennial generation and examines the different causes of the recent decline in 
automobility.  While at Leeds, I will be considering the impacts of these trends on energy 
demand, workforce transitions, and equity of access to opportunities.  
I received my undergraduate degree from Harvard in engineering and chemistry and my PhD in 
city planning from UC Berkeley. Prior to becoming a professor, I worked as a consultant for 
Cambridge Systematics and Mercer Management Consulting (now Oliver Wyman). Click here to 
view her resume 
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