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SPEAKERS:
Kimberly Mickelson AICP, Olson & Olson, LLP, Houston , TX is an attorney and planner with Olson & Olson,
LLP, in Houston and is the President of the Texas Chapter of the American Planning Association, and the
Editor of A Guide to Urban Planning in Texas Communities. Her practice is concentrated in the
representation of governmental and non-profit corporations. She specializes in and represents cities
across Texas and in Illinois on land use matters, including zoning and platting, economic development,
airport law, special districts, development agreements, and cemetery law. She is licensed in both Texas
and Illinois, and writes and speaks frequently on planning and land use law issues nationally. She is also
Visiting Associate Professor of Practice in the Master’s Program, Landscape Architecture and Urban
Planning Department in the College of Architecture at Texas A&M University. Ms. Mickelson is an honors
graduate of the Plan II program at The University of Texas, and The University of Texas School of Law and
the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs. She attended Schiller International University in
Heidelberg, Germany, studied municipal and historic preservation at in Krakow, Poland during graduate
school, and was a post-graduate research fellow at the University of Belgrade. She is a member of the
Texas Bar Association and serves on the Government Law Section Council, the Texas City Attorney’s
Association, the Houston Bar Association, the American Planning Association (APA), and the American
Institute of Certified Planners. She serves on the University of Texas Libraries Council, and is a former
board member of Preservation Texas and Preservation Chicago. In her spare time, she is active in
neighborhood redevelopment and historical cemetery preservation issues, is a rabid Longhorn football
fan, and an art quilter.
Susan Trevarthen ESQ., FAICP chairs the Municipal Land Use and Zoning practice and is a Member of the
law firm of Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman, P.L. in Fort Lauderdale. She handles land use, planning
and zoning matters for governments, and is Town Attorney for a Broward coastal community. Her work
includes reviewing and negotiating development agreements and approvals, drafting municipal codes and
plans, advising municipal staffs, managers and attorneys, defending challenges to municipal regulations
and decisions, handling public hearings, and counseling elected officials, as well as advocating for
municipalities on legislative issues in her field. Her practice also includes constitutional law issues (such
as takings, Harris Act, and First Amendment-protected land uses including signs), public school facilities,
and hot topics in zoning law. Ms. Trevarthen has been board certified in City, County and Local
Government Law by the Florida Bar since 2003, has been recognized as one of the top land use attorneys
in the state in publications such as Florida Trend Magazine and SuperLawyers, and is AV rated. She has
also held leadership positions in the Florida Bar’s Section for Environmental and Land Use Law and Section
for City, County and Local Government Law. Susan grew up in Boca Raton, Florida. She was graduated

from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a joint degree in law and planning (M.R.P. and J.D.,
1991) and from Duke University (A.B., 1986), and is a member of the College of Fellows of the American
Institute of Certified Planners

